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to sky your enemy, you violently

into the              of Klra Kotsiike no Suke

b>                     mutdereii him, the sentence of the

Court is, that, for tills audacious conduct, you
perform hara kiri." When the sentence had been
the forty-seven Ronins were divided into
four parties, and handed over to the safe keep-
lag of four different daimios; and sheriffs were
to the palaces of those daimios in whose
the RoiiIns were made to perform hara
But, as from the very beginning they had
ail             up their minds that to this end they

they met their death nobly; and their
corpses were carried to Sengakuji, aod buried in
front of the tomb of their master, Asano Takuml
no Kami, And when the fame of this became
abroad, the people iocked to pray at the
grave of           faithful men.

Among those who came to pray was a Satsuma
who, prostrating himself before the grave
of Oishi Kuranosuke, said: "Wlien I saw you
lying drunk by the roadside at Yamashina, in
Kioto, I knew not that you were plotting to
avenge your lord; and, thinking you to be a
faithless             1 trampled on you and spat in

your face as I passed. And now I have come
to ask pardon and offer atonement for the insult
of last year/1 With these words he prostrated
before the grave? and, drawing a
from his girdle, performed hara kiri and